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running on
empty

Americans can’t afford their cars

DENMARK DKR57
EGYPT E£ 65.00
FINLAND €7.60
FRANCE €7.50
GERMANY €7.50
GIBRALTAR £6.05
GREECE €7.50
HOLLAND €7.00

UK £5.99
US $10.99
ZIMBABWE ZWD4.00
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OMAN OR 3.250
POLAND PLN29.99
PORTUGAL €7.00
QATAR QR65
MALAYSIA RM27.90
ROMANIA LEI 42.00
SAUDI ARABIA SR35.00
S LEONE SLL30,000

SINGAPORE $11.95
SLOVAKIA €6.50
SOUTH AFRICA R55.00
SPAIN €7.00
SWEDEN SKR119
SWITZERLAND 

CHF10.60
UAE AED42

ALBANIA €6.25
AUSTRALIA $11.00
AUSTRIA €10.00
BAHRAIN BD4.25
BELGIUM €7.00 
CHINA  RM80
CYPRUS €7.00
CZECH REP CZK180

HONG KONG HK80
HUNGARY HUF 5.990
IRELAND €7.00
ISRAEL NIS35
ITALY €7.00
KUWAIT KD3.00
LATVIA €6.50
LEBANON LL10,000

LITHUANIA €8.99
LUXEMBOURG €7.90
MALTA €7.00
MONTENEGRO €8.30
MOROCCO MDH70
NEW ZEALAND $14.00
NIGERIA $3.40C
NORWAY NKR119
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First established in 1923 as a 
transportation and installation 
fi rm, Achiha Co., Ltd. has since 
diversifi ed into the renewables 
sector and is now one of the lead-
ing wind turbine operations and 
maintenance companies in Japan.

Where energy is concerned, the 
picture in Japan is, of course, com-
plex, with 95% of the country’s 
supply currently imported. For 
his part, Achiha President Takaaki 
Achiha is in no doubt about the 
island nation’s ideal energy mix. 

“A balance between variable 
renewable energy, fi xed-type en-
ergy like nuclear power and even 
a controlled amount of thermal 
power is essential.”

The majority of this mix, how-
ever, “should be composed of re-
newable energy sources.”

Generating renewable energy 
sources with wind turbines can 
be challenging for various rea-
sons, but Mr. Achiha is adamant 
that his company’s approach sets 
it apart from competitors.

“Our method involves strategic 
considerations such as develop-
ing innovative products geared 
towards cost reduction. In fact, 
our primary concern is not just 
our operational expenses but the 
impact on civil engineering costs, a 
factor that signifi cantly improves 
customer satisfaction.”

One such innovation is Japan’s 
fi rst tower crane developed ex-
clusively for wind turbines. With 
a maximum working height of 150 
meters and a capacity of 140 tons, 
tower cranes offer the advantage 
of working within existing spaces, 
not only helping to conserve the 

surrounding forest area, but also 
enabling operations in narrow 
spaces, thus contributing to en-
vironmental sustainability.

As well as having impeccable 
environmental credentials, the 
cranes also adhere to stringent 
Japanese production standards 
and are designed to withstand 
giant earthquakes.

Not that the company regards 
itself as the fi nished article. “In 
order for Japan’s wind power gen-
eration sector to develop further,” 
Mr. Achiha confi rms, “it is vital that 
we continue to collaborate with 
overseas companies to leverage 
their advanced technologies.”

Now, the company is expand-
ing its business to both the on-
shore and offshore wind power 
sectors, leveraging its position 

as project owner, EPC contrac-
tor, and operation and mainte-
nance contractor.

Closer to home, in 2024 wind 
power projects are slated to be 
launched in both Hokkaido and 
Ishikawa Prefectures. 

Mr Achiha, meanwhile, has 
his sights firmly set on the next 
five years. “We are aiming to be-
come Japan’s leading company 
in the renewable energy sec-
tor,” he states, “providing com-
prehensive services from wind 
power business development to 
construction and operation and 
maintenance works.”  

Achiha Aiming 
to Become 
Japan’s Leading 
Renewable 
Energy 
Company

www.achiha.co.jp

“We always strive to 
make comprehensive 
improvements, and 
recognize that we 
need to go beyond our 
company’s boundaries.”

Takaaki Achiha, 
President, Achiha Co., Ltd.

Meeting with local residents

Mountain transportation
Installing blade on site

FTV blade lifter

The company is constructing an 
integrated structure for whole 
wind power project life in both 
the onshore and offshore wind 
industry in Japan.
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